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Eyeglass, Hearing Aids, and Cell Phone Recycling

The Georgia Lions Lighthouse Foundation has three recycling programs that aid in vision and hearing services in Georgia and throughout the world.

· Cell Phones are sold to help pay for sight saving surgeries

· Eyeglasses are sent to developing countries

· Hearing Aids are sold and used to help Georgians in need hear again

How to start your own recycling program in your area:

1. Call or e-mail Laura Griffin: 404-325-3630; lgriffin@lionslighthouse.org and sign up to be an official Lighthouse Recycling Drive.

2. Decorate boxes for Cell Phone, eyeglass or hearing aid recycling.
3. Select a Recycling Drive Leader; this person will be the contact for businesses when their boxes are full.

4. Contact local businesses and ask them to let you set up boxes for a 4 week period in their store.  See if they’ll let you set up a flyer in one of their high traffic areas to bring even more attention to the box.

Common Questions Businesses will ask:

How does a business participate?

· Place donation boxes in prominent locations. 

· Let customers & employees know about the donation boxes.

· Contact the Drive Director for pick up when the boxes are full.

What should I do when the box is full?

· Contact the Drive Leader whose information is on a box label

What progress have we made?

We recycle 100,000 pairs of glasses a year, 700 hearing aids, and enough cell phones to fund 3 eye surgeries.   With your help we can reach our goal of 100,000 cell phones!

Questions?

For more information contact Laura Griffin at the Lighthouse - lgriffin@lionslighthouse.org or call 404-325-3630 extension 320.
Other Helpful Tips:

Collection boxes:

The most successful drives have a personal touch.  Take a nice sized box and tape it together so that the box is closed on all sides.  Then cut a whole in the box where donors may drop eyeglasses, hearing aids, or cell phones.  Decorate the box with gift wrap or construction paper with a bright color that draws attention.  If a business prefers the box to be more subtle use a nice sky blue that is still attractive but does not necessarily distract potential customers.  Be creative and have a ball.  Maybe place a picture of the group that is collecting the cell phones.
Make sure to put a date when the drive will end, give them a month to six weeks.  This adds urgency and donors may remember more readily to make their donation if they think the collection is only for a limited time.

If you are going door to door to businesses:  Please print double sided in black and white or color the business FAQ and success story sheet.  Explain that you simply want to place a box and will come collect it when it’s full.  Your contact information should be on the box so that the owner does not have to hassle with keeping up with your info.  
